The Key Players of the English Reformation:
Henry VIII – the King of England  from 1509-1547 - His greatest achievement was to initiate the Protestant Reformation in England. He rejected the authority of the pope and the Roman Catholic Church, confiscated church lands, and promoted religious reformers to power.
His six wives:

1. Catherine of Aragon – Queen of England  from 1509-1533. She was the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella – the powerful rulers of Spain. Henry tried to annul his marriage to Catherine so that he could marry Anne Boleyn, who he hoped would give him a male heir to the throne. The pope would not grant the divorce, thus alienating Henry VIII from the Roman Catholic church.

2. Anne Boleyn - In 1533, Henry married Anne in secret, months before the archbishop of Canterbury pronounced Henry's divorce final from his first wife, Catherine of Aragón. In 1536, Anne was beheaded on charges of adultery. King Henry was betrothed to Jane Seymour the next day.

3. Jane Seymour Queen of England (1536-1537) Less than two weeks after the execution of Anne Boleyn, Jane married the king. She died in 1537, 12 days after the birth of her son, Edward, Henry's only male heir, later King Edward VI of England.

4. Anne of Cleves - Anne was the daughter of the Protestant leader of western Germany. She was chosen for Henry in the hope that an alliance with the German Protestants would political counterbalance the growing unity between Catholic France and the Holy Roman Empire. Henry found her so unattractive that he obtained an annulment of the marriage from Parliament.
5. Catherine Howard – Queen of England (1540-1542) Henry married Catherine within days of divorcing Anne of Cleves. The next year, Catherine was accused adultery and beheaded.

6. Catherine Parr - The sixth and last queen of King Henry VIII of England. She was influential in restoring his daughters, the future queens Mary I and Elizabeth I, to his favor. She died a natural death.
Henry’s children:

1. Edward VI (lived 1537-1553), King of England and Ireland (1547-1553.) Edward was Henry VIII’s only son (from his marriage to Jane Seymour.) Edward strongly favored the principles of the Reformation and did much to establish Protestantism in England.

2. Mary I (lived 1516-1558), Queen of England (1553-1558), daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragón. A devout Catholic, Mary did away with the religious innovations of her father. Mass was restored and the authority of the pope reestablished. She was called Bloody Mary because of the large number of religious persecutions that took place during her reign.

3. Elizabeth I (lived 1533-1603), Queen of England and Ireland (1558-1603), daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn. Elizabeth’s accession marked the final change in the nation’s official religion. Elizabeth had to contend with opposition from both Catholics and radical Protestants. She struggled to find a middle ground which gave final definition to the Anglican Church.
