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This poster was created by Lenin’s government. The caption says: ‘Lenin cleans the earth of evil spirits’.  

1. What is this poster suggesting about Lenin’s government? (Remember to link your ideas to the details of the source).
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
          Translation: Lenin cleans the earth of evil spirits.
2. Because this cartoon was produced by Lenin’s own government, it should show what Lenin stands for. However, is there any reason to doubt the reliability of this evidence?  Explain your answer. ________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lenin’s Government: War and the attitude of the agricultural peasants

The issue of the attitude of peasants in the countryside is a difficult one. Study the following evidence to find out what they thought about the two sides in the civil war:

Source 1

In the villages the peasant will not give grain to the Bolsheviks because he hates them. Armed companies are sent to take grain from the peasant and every day, all over Russia, fights for grain are fought to a finish. In Petrograd, hundreds of people are dying from hunger. People are arrested daily [for criticizing] and kept in prison for months without trial

The actions of the Bolshevik government, observed by a British businessman in Russia in 1918

Source 2

Having surrounded the village they (the white armies)...fired a couple of volleys in the direction of the village and everyone took cover. Then the mounted soldiers entered the village, met the Bolshevik committee and put the members to death. After the execution the houses of the culprits were burned and the male population under forty-five whipped. Then the population was ordered to deliver without pay the best cattle, pigs, fowl, forage and bread for the soldiers as well as the best horses.

Diary of Colonel Drozdovsky, 1923. He was a White Commander

Source 3

For the first time in history the working people have got control of their country. The workers of all countries are striving to achieve this objective. We in Russia have succeeded. We have thrown off the rule of the Tsar, of landlords and of capitalists. But we still have tremendous difficulties to overcome. We cannot build a new society in a day. We ask you, are you going to crush us? To help give Russia back to the landlords, the capitalists and the Tsar?

Red Propaganda Leaflet “Why have you come to Murmansk?”

Source 4

The Civil War, 1918-1920, was a time of great chaos and estimates of Cheka executions vary from 12 to 50 thousand. But even the highest figure does not compare to the ferocity of the White Terror...for instance, in Finland alone, the number of workers executed by the Whites approaches 100,000. 

R Appignanesi, Lenin for Beginners, 1977

Source 5
The Russian people suffered terribly in the civil war. The economy collapsed, money became almost worthless. In 1920 industrial production was less than 20% of the 1913 level and the harvest produced only 60% of the normal amount of grain. Food supplies were [made worse by the fact that] Lenin sent the Cheka into the countryside to seize grain from the peasants for the army.

“Most Russian peasants supported the Bolsheviks reluctantly, because they seemed the lesser of two evils.” 
With reference to at least THREE sources, explain whether or not you agree with this statement.  USE EVIDENCE to support your statement.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lenin’s Death
Lenin died in January 1924 after a series of strokes. 

However, before he died he had created the USSR – the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This consisted of 4 republics: Russia, the Ukraine, The Caucasus and Byelorussia. Each republic controlled matters like education locally. But central government controlled foreign policy and the armed forces. Central control was maintained by the politburo – the Bolshevik Cabinet.

Who do you think would be the obvious successor to Lenin?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Lenin’s Last Will and Testament:

“Comrade Stalin, having become Secretary General, has unlimited authority in his hands and I am not sure whether he will always be capable of using that authority with sufficient caution. Comrade Trotsky, on the other hand, is distinguished not only by his outstanding ability. He is personally probably the most capable man in the present Central Committee but he has displayed excessive self-assurance and preoccupation with the purely administrative side of the work”

A post-script to this document, written ten days after the original:

“Stalin is too rude, and this fault is intolerable in the office of Secretary. Therefore I propose to comrades that they find a way of removing Stalin from his post and appointing another man who is more patient, more loyal, more polite and is considerate to his comrades.

According to this document, who did Lenin think should lead Russia after his death?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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