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1. Why does Machiavelli believe that a prince must be willing to use force to achieve his goals? What is his perspective?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


2. “Is it better to be loved than feared or feared than loved? A prince should perhaps wish to be both, but since that is hard to accomplish, it is much safer to be feared than loved.” What does Machiavelli mean by this?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. In what ways can The Prince be seen as a humanist book? Humanism is concerned with the individual, not the communal, needs.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. Are Machiavelli’s guidelines effective and/or appropriate?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

	When the safety of your country depends entirely on the decision you will make, pay no attention either to justice or injustice, to kindness or cruelty, or to whether the action is worthy of praise or is shameful.  On the contrary, setting every other consideration aside, you should wholeheartedly adopt the alternative that will save the life and preserve the freedom of your country.

The chief foundation of all states, new as well as old, are good laws and good arms; and just as there cannot be good laws if the state is not well armed, it follows that when a state is well armed, it will have good laws.

A prince should have no other objective, no other thought, no other subject for study, than war and its rules and discipline.  This is the only art for a man who rules.

A man who tries to act always according to what he says is good is soon destroyed by all the evil people he encounters. So a prince who wants to keep his position must know how to do wrong, and to use or not use that knowledge according to the situation.

Is it better to be loved than feared, or feared than loved? A prince should perhaps wish to be both, but since that is hard to accomplish, it is much safer to be feared than loved.

Everyone declares that it is praiseworthy for a prince to keep faith and to act with integrity, not craft. Nevertheless, we have seen that princes who have done great things have cared little for good faith. Rather, they have known how to manipulate men by guile and in the end have outwitted people who relied on their word.

A prince, especially a new one, cannot hold to all the esteemed virtues. For in order to maintain order and his own rule, he is often forced to act in violation of faith, friendship, humanity, and religion… Nevertheless, a prince ought to take care that he always appears to be entirely merciful, faithful, humane, upright, and religious.



